speakerssix from Britain, five from the USA and one from Sweden, with discussion from about 30 participants.
The contents are divided into the neurophysiological aspects of the mechanism of breathing, experimental work in the sensation of breathlessness, the physiology of the regulation of ventilation, the mechanical aspects of breathing, and finally, contributions about breathlessness in disease. What is so valuable is to have the neurophysiological and mechanical knowledge on the disturbance of the act of breathing and its control linked to the clinical physiology of breathlessness in disease.
The conference is opened and summarized by Professor Julius Comroe with his usual clarity. Dr Howell and Dr Campbell are much to be congratulated, not only in initiating the conference, but in their careful editing of the proceedings. With references at the end of each section and a useful index at the end of the book it is to be recommended as a most valuable and readable account of this important subject which has collected information that was difficult to assimilate from the widely scattered papers where it had been published. P HUGH-JONES Medical Aspects of Child Adoption A collection of papers by various authorities pp 58 5s, 6s post free, from Mr A Rampton, Gort Lodge, Petersham, Surrey Petersham, Surrey: Standing Conference of Societies Registered for Adoption 1966 Official adoptions in England and Wales average about 17,000 a year, which represents substantial effort and responsibility on the part of the different agencies concerned. This small volume deals with one aspect of the subject, namely the problems of the doctor reporting on the health of a child to be adopted or of its prospective adoptive parents.
The essentials required of the doctor in adoption procedure are given in the opening chapter by the late Dr Hilda Lewis, who was chairman of the Medical Group of the Standing Conference of Societies Registered for Adoption and who also edited this volume. The rest of the book consists of papers presented at conferences of the SCSRA in recent years by specialists in their various fields, on matters affecting the fitness of the child or its adopters. Antenatal and perinatal factors are con-sidered by Professor J C McClure Browne and neonatal disorders by Dr A White Franklin. Dr C S Nicol explains serological tests for syphilis, Dr D A Pond discusses fits and Dr L S Penrose gives guidance on heredity. The remaining three papers are angled rather to protecting the child: Dr F H Young deals with pulmonary, and Dr Geoffrey Bourne with cardiovascular disease, mainly as they affect intending adopters, while Dr D W Winnicott portrays the difficulties facing an adopted child and its parents in adolescence, making a plea for professional help before breakdown occurs.
There is a useful list of references. This easily readable book will be of value to all concerned in adoption, social workers as well as medical practitioners.
G The topics covered included the pharmacology and laboratory aspects of antibiotics and their dangers, followed by sections on urinary tract infection, antibiotics in midwifery and gynecology, their prophylactic use in medicine and surgery, the treatment of fungous infections, bacterial endocarditis and septicaemia and the topical use of antibiotics. In his closing address, Professor R Hare, making his last official appearance at St Thomas's, referred to being present in the laboratory at St Mary's Hospital when the original penicillin plate was displayed.
The papers make interesting reading and the views expressed are more personal than in a conventional textbook. It is clear from the discussion that these personal views were sometimes challenged by other speakers. It is a pity that it has taken so long to publish the account of this meeting and that the date of the meeting is not given.
